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2/1/1770: A fire destroyed Thomas Jefferson’s family home in Shadwell. 

 

2/2/1981: The Central Library branch opened at the site of the former Market Street Post Office. 

 

2/3/1866: The Charlottesville City Council ordered the town sergeant to place street signs on each 

corner. 

 

2/4/1974: Charlottesville and Albemarle were named National Bicentennial communities by the 

American Revolution Bicentennial Administration in Washington D.C. 

 

2/5/1918: The first labor disturbance occurred since opening in 1867 at the Charlottesville Woolen Mills. 

 

2/6/1936: The Charlottesville and Albemarle Bus Company was chartered, ending 48 years of street rail 

operation. 

 

2/7/2002: The Hook debuted as the newest Charlottesville weekly newspaper. 

 

2/8/1901: Pulitzer prize-winning Virginius Dabney is born at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. 

 

2/9/1895: A fire destroyed the interior of Grace Church, it was renovated two months later. 

 

2/10/1905: The last person to be legally hung in Charlottesville was former Mayor Sam McCue. 

 

2/11/1899: A blizzard buried the City under 20 foot snowdrifts. 

 

2/12/1937: Mayor W. Dan Haden announced that April 13, Thomas Jefferson’s birthday, would be an 

annual local holiday. 

 

2/13/1958: The Albemarle County School Board announced an end to non-county residents paying 

tuition to attend County schools. 

 

2/14/1826: Edgar Allen Poe enrolled at the University of Virginia. 

 

2/15/1969: The Board of Visitors at the University of Virginia voted to lift all restrictions regarding the 

admission of women into the University, the following fall 450 women were registered for classes. 



 

2/16/1887: Vaudeville and Broadway actress Kathleen Clifford was born in Charlottesville. 

 

2/17/1999: Charlottesville Firefighters gave the Charlottesville City Council a firsthand demonstration of 

a thermal imaging camera. 

 

2/18/1929: A Charlottesville resident was fined $250 and a 90 day jail term for selling liquor. 

 

2/19/1931: City Manager, M.A. Yancey announced that the city would install a pump in Mechum’s River 

to forestall future water shortages. 

 

2/20/1906: A Southern Railway mail clerk was seriously injured after being dragged by a moving train as 

it left the Charlottesville Depot. 

 

2/21/1886: Robert P. Valentine petitioned the City for a franchise to operate a street rail from Main St 

to the University. 

 

2/22/2008: For the first time in 22 years, Van Halen performed with original lead singer David Lee Roth, 

at the John Paul Jones arena. 

 

2/23/1991: The University of University Women’s Basketball team was undefeated in the ACC 

conference after winning over North Carolina. 

 

2/24/1898: Samuel McCue was re-elected as the Mayor of Charlottesville. 

 

2/25/1854: The first mayoral election was held in Charlottesville, Drury Wood won with 75 votes. 

 

2/26/1861: Students broke into the UVA Rotunda and raised the Confederate flag on the lightning rod, 

University faculty removed the flag later that day. 

 

2/27/2011: Charlottesville was again chosen as one of 50 cities to hold a local benefit with the Academy 

Awards called Oscar Night America. 

 

2/28/1956: The history of the Midway School was published in an article in the Daily Progress. 

 

2/29/1864: The Skirmish at Rio Hill was the only “battle” to be fought in the vicinity of Charlottesville 

during the Civil War. 


